
When Marcy McGinnis, St. Rose Class of 1968, got on the train in Union Station, Washington D.C. she 

didn’t know what her future would hold. She was only nineteen and soon to graduate from a two-year 

college program that had equipped her with business and secretarial skills. Not willing to settle for a 

routine job, she set off for New York City armed with her resume, the confidence of youth, a strong 

work ethic, and lots of ambition. Decades later, Marcy had risen to the #2 position at CBS News - Senior 

Vice President of News Coverage  - overseeing  its worldwide newsgathering operation, 600 people, and 

a $300,000,000 budget. She had worked hard, starting as a secretary at CBS, and moved up the ladder 

by learning from others and by taking some risks to advance her career. She remembers her goals were 

incremental, never dreaming she’d end up where she did. 

“I always concentrated on the job I was doing at the time, making sure I was as good as I could be. I’d 

only start looking for that next opportunity when I felt ready – or almost ready - for that important next 

step up the ladder.” 

Marcy’s career progression was a steady advancement and acquisition of new skills coupled with the 

confidence and determination which are always the ingredients of success. After three years as a 

secretary in the Special Events Unit, she applied to be an assistant producer, then an associate producer, 

producer, senior producer and executive producer. Along the way she observed, asked questions, and 

solidified her reputation as an intelligent, dedicated professional. When she saw an opportunity to take 

over a struggling branch of the CBS News organization, she knew it was a risk—one that colleagues 

advised against her taking—but she did it and ended up revolutionizing the way that CBS gathered its 

news and related to its local news affiliates. That career gamble led to an even bigger challenge when 

she was named the CBS News Vice President of Europe and London Bureau Chief running the network’s 

day-to-day newsgathering and news coverage in Europe, Africa and the Middle East. She earned three 

Emmy Awards for coverage of the death of Princess Diana and created and managed a highly 

competitive and lucrative newsgathering consortium of international broadcasters.  After five years in 

Europe, Marcy took that final step on her CBS career ladder, returned to New York, and was at the helm 

of the network’s coverage of the world’s most iconic news events including the September 11 attacks, 

the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, and Hurricane Katrina. 

After CBS News, Marcy was named associate dean of Stony Brook University’s School of Journalism, 

helping to start the first and only undergraduate journalism school in the SUNY system. She also helped 

create the Center for News Literacy, the Alan Alda Center for Communicating Science and the Marie 

Colvin Center for International Reporting, all housed at Stony Brook University. 

As a recognized leader in the news industry, Marcy serves on many boards and is in demand as a public 

speaker. Her career experiences, and the perspective she has gained after so many years in journalism, 

make her a valuable resource for anyone with an inquiring mind.  

You can meet Marcy in person and hear more about her fascinating career at the Alumni Awards 

Ceremony on Saturday, October 20th. Make sure you register now for all the Homecoming events! 

 


