
St. Rose High School 
Athletic Club 

607 Seventh Avenue 
Belmar, New Jersey 07719 

January 14, 2018 
Dear Coach: 

We are pleased to announce that the St. Rose High School Athletic Club will once again sponsor 
the “Run for the Roses” Invitational Basketball Tournament as we celebrate the 39th 
anniversary of the tournament this year.  For the past thirty plus years the "Run for the Roses" 
Tournament has been a showcase for some of the finest young basketball talent in New Jersey.  
In 1979 St. Rose High School created a tournament with the goal of attracting a small field of 
teams to a post-season competition that would emphasize both quality play and good 
sportsmanship.  Since then the “Run for the Roses” Tournament has grown to become one of the 
largest tournaments in the State, and the premier grammar school basketball tournament at the 
Jersey Shore.   

Enclosed please find an application for the tournament.  If you are interested in participating this 
year, please return the application along with the other items by February 5, 2018.  Tournament 
invitations will be sent to schools on or about February 14th.  With that mailing we will enclose 
the brackets for the tournament and the general information for this year’s event.  Please note 
that the Tournament Committee has determined that players who are in the eighth grade 
for the second time will not be eligible to participate in the tournament. 

This year our tournament will kick off as early as possible, of course depending on league post-
season tournament conflicts.  If you have a conflict with ANY date between February 17th and 
March 25th, please list it on your application.  In addition, please indicate on your application 
when your school is closed for winter break.  As in the past, we will do our best to work 
around all listed conflicts. Once the schedule has been set, it will NOT be changed, except for 
inclement weather.  (Unless there is a major problem the entire tournament should last no more 
than three weeks.) 

PLEASE DO NOT LIST MORE THAN THREE (3) CONFLICT DATES; it is unfair to 
other teams in the tournament for a small number of schools to delay the opening round 
games by as many as two weeks.   

We plan to stay with the two-division format (1 boys, 1 girls).  PLEASE NOTE: Should there be 
an increase in the number of applications and requests, we may NOT be able to accommodate all 
applicants. At that point, we would re-visit going back to a four division format.   Priority is 
given to elementary school teams in the following order: (1) teams within the sending area of St. 
Rose High School; (2) teams that have entered the tournament every year; and (3) schools which 
enter BOTH their boys and girls teams. 

Please NOTE: The enclosed application and schedule with results MUST be returned by 
February 5th.  Please mail to the address for Bill Donahue on the enclosed application, or e-
mail completed applications to the address noted below. Please do not fax or send checks to 
the High School.  



Good luck with the remainder of your season, and thanks for your continued support!  If you 
have any suggestions, comments or questions, please do not hesitate to e-mail me at 
Wdonasprng@aol.com.  

Sincerely, 

Bill Donahue 
Tournament Director

mailto:burke6161@aol.com

